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In late August, in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, journalists from all five Central American countries and
Panama attended the first Central American Congress of Journalists. Participants at the forum
agreed to establish a new Central American Federation of Journalist Organizations (Federacion
Centroamericana de Organizaciones de Periodistas, FECOP). No date was given for the launching
of FECOP. Final resolutions approved during the meeting include: * Individuals and organizations
affiliated with FECOP should work toward the elimination of sectarian political and ideological
interests in order to forge greater unity and solidarity among Central American journalists. *
Journalists associated with FECOP-member organizations should strive to respect some basic
ethics, such as always reporting truthfully, and stressing the elimination of social injustice,
discrimination, and violence in Central America. * Communications should be seen as an essential
support mechanism to build authentic democratic regimes throughout Central America. * A call to
universities throughout the region to establish academic programs designed to meet the needs of
practicing professional journalists, and to set up post- graduate programs in journalism. * Those
in attendance demanded that journalists be provided with the opportunity to play a major role
in the process of regional integration in Central America, a process which, they say, should be
designed to facilitate an improvement in the economic and social conditions of the poorest sectors
of Central American societies. Finally, attending journalists agreed to organize a workshop on issues
related to journalism and human rights in Central America. The workshop is scheduled to be held in
Guatemala in October. (Source: Notimex, 08/23/93)
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